


An Inside Look

The 57 will also be the last
Mikelson to come off the drawing
board from renowned naval architect
Tom Fexas, who died in November
2006. Fexas designed every single
Mikelson floating on the water today,
and the Mikelson reputation would-
n’t be what it is today without the
ingenuity, innovation and inspired
designs Fexas brought to each new
model. We're told by Patrick Sullivan,
one of the principals of Mikelson
Yachts, that the company is already
working with one of Fexas’ protégées,
and we're glad to hear the tradition
will continue.

The tradition of Mikelson sport-
fishers has been one of speed, fuel effi-
ciency, fishability and luxury. The 57
is a supersized version of all that. She
hums along at close to 27 knots; her
“slippery” Fexas hull design allows her
to slide through the water without guz-
zling fuel, she’s got a cockpit worthy
of any high-stakes offshore fishing
tournament and the interior is on par
with much more expensive luxury
yachts.

All together, the 57 is a huge con-
vertible sportfisher with a bulletproof
pedigree, innovative features and
impressive performance.

ONTOP

Mikelson learned a number of years
ago that owners would spend as much
time socializing on the flybridge as they
did driving if it were easy to get up there.
In fact, it was a Mikelson owner who
suggested a real set of stairs instead of
a cumbersome ladder, and Mikelson has
stayed with that winning design ever
since. “The stairs make the flybridge
much more accessible, so you use it a
lot more,” Sullivan said. “And it’s great
for dogs.”

Socializing is enhanced with a large
L-shaped lounge to port, a bench seat
to starboard and another aft to port. A
pair of Stidd chairs stands ready for the
captain and first mate, and the dash is
a true work of ergonomic excellence
with plenty of room for flush-mount
electronics that are easy to reach and
view. There’s even a dedicated area for
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“What stood out the most on the
Mikelson 57 Sportfisher was the
clean, practical design. Many parts of
the boat seemed to be inspired by
something that was successful with
a previous design. It was obvious that
the 57 is a culmination of lessons
learned and innovation. It’s good to
see a builder stick with what it knows
works well while working to push the
envelope in other areas where
improvement can be made.”

The flybridge, salon and staterooms all
offer examples of how Mikelson has put
customer advice to good use. A set of
stairs instead of a ladder leads up to the
bridge, making it a much more accessi-
ble part of the social equation. In the
salon there’s a lift-up hatch in the steps
leading down to the staterooms that
creates excellent access to the utility
room. It’s also good to know that
Mikelson maintains a design studio you
can use to pick out the fabrics, counter-
tops and other materials to put your
own personal touch on the boat.



charts to port with a transparent
cover.

Our test boat was equipped with a
Furuno NAVnet vx2 C-MAP NY MAX
radar/plotter. All of the flat screens on
the boat serve as repeaters, so you can
set the hook and then check your posi-
tion in the middle of the night without
having to leave the stateroom. The
NAVnet screen can also double as a TV,
so you can watch the game and mind
the controls while your pals are fish-
ing in the cockpit down below.

Speaking of fishing, there’s a tour-
nament control station at the aft port
corner of the flybridge. It gives you an
excellent view of the cockpit aft while
backing down on a fish or backing into
a slip — this is another design feature
that began as a suggestion from a cus-
tomer.

The flybridge enclosure is a great
example of how designs and features
continue to get better and better. The
enclosure features large panels that
unzip and slide sideways effortlessly to
let in the air and ventilate the bridge
as much as you like — this certainly
beats always having to roll, snap and
unroll. The panels themselves are
made of polycarbonate, which is the
material used to make shatterproof win-
dows, lightweight eyeglass lenses and,
if thick enough, bulletproof windows.

FIERCE FISHER

The cockpit of the 57 is a testament
to how much Mikelson has learned over
the years. Everything about the cock-
pit has been tested and approved in
one way or another by past owners.

The huge deck (160 square feet) is
clear of any obstructions to snag a toe
or your line. The 130-gallon transom
dual-tank bait system has enough room
for extended outings for bait-intensive
fish like albacore. To the rear there is
a large countertop area with a sink for
bait preparation along with several tack-
le storage drawers. Stainless steel cam
locks keep the drawers secure, and the
drawer faces are made to be hosed off
and still prevent water from seeping
through the cracks and into the draw-
ers.

Forward to port is what Sullivan calls
“the boys’ room.” It’s an enclosed head
with a pullout shower that will keep
the sweat, salt and fish guts associat-
ed with fishing out of the salon and inte-
rior heads. On each side of the aft cock-
pit deck is a huge fishbox with a mac-
erator, and the starboard box lifts out
for better access to the generator.

Some anglers like to work from the
bow depending on what game they’re
after — especially those using light line
while looking to hook a billfish. The
walkways on each side are 14.5 inch-
es wide, which is plenty of room to move
fore and aft while maintaining positive
contact with your rod. We also noticed
that there are no deck obstructions on
the bow to snag a line. Some time ago,
Mikelson designers decided to put the
anchor and windlass under a hatch low
in the bow to lower the anchor point,
and they quickly discovered the added
benetit of a clear bow for fishing.

HAVE IT YOUR WAY

While the 57 is a production boat,
there are plenty of interior cus-
tomizations you can use to set the boat
up the way you want to. Our test boat
featured the three-stateroom design, but
she can be had with two staterooms
and a larger salon area.

In either case, the starboard state-
room will likely serve as the master suite
because it is the more comfortable loca-
tion. It features an island bed, an en
suite head and a large hanging locker.
The forward stateroom also has an
island bed with an en suite head. Both
of the heads have stand-up enclosed
showers, and we like how Mikelson finds
innovative ways to shave off pounds in
unsuspecting places like the counter-
tops in the heads. “Weight is always a
consideration, especially on a sportfisher
like this,” Sullivan said. “We found gran-
ite that has an aluminum honeycomb
backing on it. It's much lighter than a
slab of natural granite, but you still get
the look and feel of the real thing.”

To port is the guest stateroom with
a pair of bunk beds. This space can be
removed to create a sunken settee that
is open to the main salon.

Mikelson

57 Sportfisher
SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 57 ft., 6 in.
Beam 18 ft.
Draft 4 ft.
Displacement (half load) 60,000 Ibs.
Fuel capacity 1,245 gals.
Water capacity 250 gals.
Price (w/twin 715 hp

Cummins QSM-II diesels) $1,599,000
PERFORMANCE SPECS

Top speed 26.3 knots
MPG at 23 knot cruise speed 0.53
Range @ 23 knot cruise speed

(w/10% reserve) 593 miles

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Twin 715 hp Cummins QSM-II diesels, Onan 17
kw generator. Bennett hydraulic trim tabs,
CruiseAir air conditioning w/reverse-cycle heat,
20-gallon Raritan hot water heater, washer/dryer,
cherry hand-rubbed varnished paneled bulk-
heads, wet bar w/U-Line 75a refrigerator/ice-
maker, 27-inch flat-screen TV in salon, 13-inch
flat-screen TV in master stateroom, Jabsco Par
Designer large bowl 12v head system w/macera-
tor, Seaward Princess Marine 120v stovetop, GE
refrigerator/freezer and microwave/convection/
broiler oven, stainless steel deck hardware, Muir
belowdecks Jaguar 3,500-Ib. anchor windlass,
130-gallon transom dual-tank bait system

OPTIONAL FEATURES

Nautical X flybridge enclosure, additional con-
trol station, hardtop, Stidd helm chairs, davit,
outriggers, rocket launchers, Fisher & Paykel

galley refrigerator and dishwasher, flat-screen
TVs in secondary staterooms and cockpit

CONSTRUCTION

BTl fiberglass with Corecell closed-cell rigid
foam core material and Corebond epoxy filler

COMPANY PROFILE

Years in business 25
Boat lines Mikelson
BUILDER

Mikelson Yachts, San Diego, CA; (619) 222-
5007; www.mikelsonyachts.com

WEST COAST DEALERS
Factory-direct




The salon is another area where you
can put your own touch on the boat.
Mikelson maintains a design studio in
San Diego, and you can choose from a
number of countertop materials for the
galley, fabrics for the lounges, wood fin-
ishes and other design elements. Our
boat was done in a Western motif with
light brown suede on the lounges, black
granite for the galley and bar counters
(with the same lightweight design as that
used in the heads) and satin-finished
American cherry for the woodwork.

Something else that caught our eye
in the salon was how much light there
was. We're not used to seeing 360 degrees
of windows in the salon of a sportfish-
er — all the natural light really opens
up the space and makes it more invit-
ing.

KEEPS IT SIMPLE

One concept Sullivan stressed time
and again during our test was ease of
use and simplicity. For example,
Mikelson uses battery combiners to con-
nect the 12v house batteries with the
engine batteries. When the voltage gets
high enough, approximately 13.5v, the
combiners connect all the batteries
together so the batteries that have the
high voltage and are charged can
charge the other batteries.

If the battery charger is being used
to charge the house batteries, the com-
biners will hook up the engine start bat-
teries to keep them fresh. If the engines
are running and the engine start bat-
teries are getting charged from the alter-
nators, then the combiners sense that
and automatically hook up the house
batteries. If the voltage on either bank
starts to get really low the combiners
disconnect them so one bank won’t bring
the other down.

“We keep all of the systems on board
simple,” Sullivan said. “That way the
owner doesn’t have to think about it —
he doesn’t have to have a Ph.D. in plumb-
ing or electricity to run the boat.”

The house batteries are actually
located in a convenient utility area that
is accessed by a flip-up stairway hatch
in the salon, making it easy to access.
If there is one design element Mikelson
really hammers home it is access — the
easier things are to get to the more like-
ly boaters will use (and be happy with)
them.

While Mikelson has gone to great lengths to create a comfortable and plush interior for cruis-

ing, there’s no arguing that this boat is first and foremost a sportfisher. The cockpit boasts
160 square feet of deck space that is free of any clutter to snag a line or a toe.The 130-gallon
dual bait system is mounted at the center of the transom, and there’s an impressive tackle
and bait prep area at the forward end of the cockpit.There’s also a separate head off the cock-
pit so sweaty, slimy anglers don’t have to dirty up the interior heads.

The utility area houses the batter-
ies, various system components, a cab-
inet for spare parts and a side-by-side
front-loading washer and dryer. It’s a spa-
cious area that is definitely a utility room,
not a utility closet.

PERFORMANCE

We got to push the throttles on the
57 on a calm day just outside San Diego
Harbor. For power we had a pair of 715
hp Cummins QSM-II electronic turbo
diesel engines spinning counter-rotating
30-inch four-blade nibral props. At wide
open we posted a top speed of 26.3 knots
at 2530 rpm along with a combined fuel
consumption of 77.4 gph. With a full 1,245
gallons of fuel, that will give you a top-
speed cruising range of about 440 miles
(based on a 90 percent fuel capacity).

Cruising at 23 knots at 2300 rpm
dropped the fuel consumption down to
50 gph for a 90-percent-fuel-capacity
range of almost 600 miles. If you cut it
all the way back to a full-displacement
speed of 9.4 knots at 1030 rpm, you only
burn 7 gph for a 90 percent range of almost
1730 miles. Whether you need to go fast,
far or both, the 57 has you covered.

It’s important to note that the bow
rides low even when pushing up to top
speed. With the mid-ship fuel tanks and

low center of gravity, the ride is smooth
and steady. And we especially liked the
underwater exhaust system. The boat
moving through the water creates a suc-
tion that sucks the exhaust out and down
into the water. By the time the exhaust
bubbles to the surface the boat is long
gone.

The engine room is accessed via a
pair of large motorized gull-wing hatch-
es in the cockpit, and Mikelson has gone
to great lengths to ensure not one drop
of water will get into the engine spaces
when the hatches are closed — even if
the deck is pooped. Once open there’s
plenty of room to get down in there and
take care of business. “Everything is easy
to get to,” Sullivan said. “There is noth-
ing that doesn’t get maintained because
it’s difficult to get to.”

It’s plain to see Mikelson gets a lot of
good ideas from customers. Some of the
most useful areas of the 57 started with
a customer comment, landed on Fexas’
drawing board and are now a part of every
new model.

Mikelson is big on customer service,
and whatever it’s doing is working. More
than half of its business comes from repeat
customers, and we're pretty sure a lot
of them are in line for the next 57
Sportfisher. @&
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